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It is this comparison between what he found and what he
left which gives the true measure of Cosimo I. In ability he did
not fall far short of those earlier Medici who had advanced
Florence over the heads of all her rivals in their time and
made heV the artistic and intellectual capital of Italy. It would
have been well had he shown also those other qualities of
character which they, in addition to their abilities, had pos-
sessed, of a generous and high-minded spirit, readiness to
forgive injuries, mercy to enemies, courtesy of demeanour>
and sympathy with the people; but these qualities were
foreign to his nature, and his rule was that of an iron-handed
tyranny.

It was Florence's own deliberate action which had brought
that tyranny upon her. On Alessandro's death she could, if she
would, have reinstated her Republic. Completely untram-
melled, and under no pressure from any direction, she de-
liberately of her own will subjected herself to the rule of a
tyrant.

But tyrant as he was, the effects of his tyranny did not
fall upon the mass of the people. And by his even-handed
justice, his strong government, capable administration, sound
fiscal laws, and advancement of the material prosperity of the
country, Cosimo I made the condition of the inhabitants of
Tuscany one altogether superior to any which they had ever
known before.